
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff News 
It is wonderful to be back at Botany after a fabulous holiday. A huge thank you to Mr Illich and Ms Moore for their 
fabulous work ensuring that the school ran smoothly. Thank you to the teaching staff and admin staff for their 
dedication and of course to the wonderful students for concentrating so hard on their learning and striving to 
achieve their personal best. 
It is with great pleasure that I can announce that Mrs Lilley has been successful at interview for the role of 
Assistant Principal at Wiley Park PS. Week 4 will be Mrs Lilley’s last week as she begins her new adventure. We 
wish her every success in the future.   
Stage 3 Camp 
Last week, Stage 3 had a fabulous 3 day camp to Canberra and the snow. This experience gives students an 
opportunity to build many skills including team work, independence, creativity and problem solving skills. Thank 
you so much to Mr Illich, Mr Baxter, Ms Neville, Mr Ashcroft and Ms Bronwyn for their dedication and being 
available 24 hours a day to support our students. I also attended camp, with an amazing time had by students and 
teachers. Please see further details and photos later in our newsletter. 

Education Week  
Education Week Open Day was a wonderful opportunity for our community to see our students and teachers 
working together as they showcased quality teaching and learning in our morning literacy block. Our students and 
staff also presented a fabulous concert showcasing our choirs and dance groups as well as the fabulous Stage 3 
Dance Sports group. Thank you to the parents and grandparents who visited our school to see education in 
action! 

Stage 1 Excursion 
Students in Year 1 and 2 will be visiting the Science Centre at Wollongong on Thursday 16 August. The students 
and staff are very excited about this excursion and we look forward to many fabulous stories of their adventures. 
Showcase 2018 
Showcase is a regional evening concert to showcase the performing talents of students in local schools. This year, 
our school has had two dance groups performing at the concert after an audition process. Our Senior Group and 
Junior Jazz Group will both perform. The standard of these groups is amazing and I will be very proud to watch 
the students perform on Tuesday 28 August. 
All students in the dance groups need to be at Souths Juniors by 6.30pm to meet Miss Doherty, Miss Philp, Mr 
Illich and Mrs Holmes. Good luck! 
Staff Professional Learning 
This week all school staff members will be taking part in Twilight Professional learning on Wednesday evening 
focusing the Learning Progressions for literacy and numeracy as well as our School Plan. Thank you to staff for 
their dedication and for continuing to be lifelong learners.  
Parent Communication 
There are times when parents would like to speak to the class teacher regarding their child. Please contact the 
school office by email regarding this, so that teachers are able to ring and make an appointment for a mutually 
suitable time. Teachers are often involved in meetings before and after school and need time to prepare for a 
parent meeting in advance. No parents should be in a classroom without a teacher present. No parents should 
directly email a teacher. These matters are made clear in our Parent Code of Conduct. Thank you for adhering 
to these principles. 
Book Week  
In Week 5 we will celebrate Book Week at our school with the theme this year being ‘Find your treasure…’ Our 
Annual Book Fair will be held in the Library from Monday 20 to Friday 24 August. Please join us at 9.15am on 
Thursday 23 for our Book Character Parade. 
Have a great week…  
Kate Holmes - Principal 

 

 

      
 
 
 
 

 
 

       
 

          
 
 

Diary Dates 
August 2018              
Monday 13 
School Banking  
Tuesday 14 
7.45am - Maths ICAS Test - Only for 
students who have applied to sit this test 
Thursday 16 
Stage 1 – Science Centre 
Excursion 
Monday 20 and Tuesday 21 
Zone Athletics Carnival for selected 
students 
Monday 20 – Thursday 24  
Book Week 2018  
‘Find your Treasure…” 
 
 
 
 
Thursday 23 
Book Character Parade 
Monday 27 
Showcase Rehearsal Day for  
Junior Dance and Senior Acro 
Tuesday 28 
Showcase Evening 
Performance  - South Juniors 
Friday 31 
Fathers’ Day BBQ Breakfast 
September 2018 
Saturday 8 
The Botany Bolt… 
 
Tuesday 11 
Kindergarten Farm Excursion 
Wednesday 12 

DanceSport Gala Night 
Thursday 13  
Kindy Open Morning 
Thursday 20  

Art Show 
Friday 28  
Last day of Term 3… 
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The Botany Buzz… 

  Week 4 & 5 Term 3 - 2018 
 
 

Stage 3 Canberra and Snow Excursion 2018 

 

 

 

    

    

 

  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=lots+of+reminders&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://depositphotos.com/stock-photos/reminders.html&ei=vtFGVaOdEaPFmAXxpYHAAw&bvm=bv.92291466,d.dGY&psig=AFQjCNH1hXukFhpPfZ-IjDUWlLRKRMrgmg&ust=1430790859047427
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=lots+of+reminders&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.fotosearch.com/photos-images/reminders.html&ei=eNFGVZm6JsHLmwW-9YHgAw&bvm=bv.92291466,d.dGY&psig=AFQjCNH1hXukFhpPfZ-IjDUWlLRKRMrgmg&ust=1430790859047427
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=lots+of+reminders&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.fotosearch.com/photos-images/reminders.html&ei=eNFGVZm6JsHLmwW-9YHgAw&bvm=bv.92291466,d.dGY&psig=AFQjCNH1hXukFhpPfZ-IjDUWlLRKRMrgmg&ust=1430790859047427
mailto:botany-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au


 PSSA Years 3-6 Winter Sport 
Students participating in PSSA Sport depart school at 
approximately 12.30pm Friday. Please make sure 
students wear full uniform including a school hat and 
bring a drink bottle. 

Week Sport Venue 

Round 11 Soccer Coral Sea Park 

31/8/18 Netball Heffron Netball Court 

 
Round 12 

7/9/18 

Soccer Coral Sea Park 

Netball Heffron Netball Court 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Value of week 4 
Caring  

 

Value of week 5 
Responsibility  

 

Botany Public School P&C News 
 

P & C Meeting 

Our next P&C Meeting will be held on Tuesday 7 August in our 
school library. Please join us to discuss upcoming events. 

The Botany Bolt Family Fun Run will be held this Term on 
Saturday 8 September 

This is an event for our whole community with families being 
encouraged to participate as a team. Local families with preschool 
children are invited to attend and local businesses are invited to 
offer support as well. If you are able to assist in any way or provide 
any services or have any contacts that may be useful for this event, 
please join us at the meeting or send an email to the school office. 

Father’s Day BBQ Breakfast 

The P&C will be organising a Father’s Day Breakfast on Friday 31 
August, more information will be come closer to the date. 

The P&C team  

 
 

 

 

Week 2 Award Winners 
 

                
  

  KL  Aidan L  Ariella 

KM  Isaac   Markus 

KR  London  Rhoanan  

1/2D  Kayles   Caitlin 

1/2G   Cleo   Patrick 

1/2M  Levi   Liam J 

1/2R  Phoenix  Nhelleyje 

3/4D  Abilene  Malakai 

3/4P  Cheska   Michaela 

4/5B  Arlo   Elijah 

5/6D   Tilda   Greer 

5/6I  Jasmine B  Liam S 

 

Week 3 Award Winners 
 

                
  

  KL  Joey-James  Charlie 

KM  Ruby   Maycin 

KR  Lois   Stanton 

1/2D  Gabriella  Caitlin 

1/2G   Georgiana  Jayden 

1/2M  Bronte  B  Frankie 

1/2R  Lazar   Aidan 

3/4D  Mabel   James 

3/4P  Kailea   Eva 

4/5B  Olive   Millie 

5/6D   Cody   Bronte A 

5/6I  Ayden   Tahlya 
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Please note due to DET audit requirements we are no longer able to process payments over the phone or via mail. All 
credit card payments are to be made in person at the office in the mornings up until 9.30am or via our online payment 
system. Payments can be made in one of three ways: 
1. Send your payment in as soon as possible in a labelled envelope with your child. 
2. Pay online on our website (Preferred Option). 
3. Pay in person at the office.  
Please note the office does not carry change, can you please provide the correct money with your 
payments. Please place all money in an envelope with a note. 
There is a money letterbox outside the office in the school foyer and all payments and notes can be placed here before 
school. Payment envelopes are available to allow staff to quickly record details for our students. 
 

Caps can be purchased from the office at $12.50 
 

 
Please note that our Botany Out Of School Hours Care (OOSH) have a contract to use our school grounds after school every 
day from 3.15pm. Please be advised that all students need to have vacated our school playground by this time so that the 
OOSH Staff can easily identify students in their care. There can be up to 70 students at our OOSH on any given afternoon. 
Thank you for your cooperation with this matter. 

As we near the winter season, the number of students who require medication increases and we are starting to see this 
now. The school has a set policy on the administering of medication, which aligns directly with the departmental policy. 
The departmental policy reads as follows: Prescription medication cannot be given unless accompanied by a signed and 
dated request form. This form is available from the front office. Medication must be in the original prescription container 
so dosages can be double-checked. All medication must be taken to the office and dosage recorded. Please do not send 
medication with your child to hand in for safety reasons. Non-prescription medication cannot be administered. 
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Kindergarten Enrolments 2019 

Botany Public School has continued to grow in size over the last few years as the name of our wonderful school grows in 
the community. At present we have 12 classes in our 12 classrooms which means that our school is at capacity.  

At this stage, we will only be able to guarantee enrolment of Kindergarten children in 2019 if they live in the Botany Public 
School catchment area. We will also prioritise siblings of students enrolled in and attending the school. Please contact the 
school to confirm your details if you have a child beginning school in 2019. 

If you live outside the catchment area, then it will be difficult to place your child at Botany Public School in 2019. We 
encourage all parents in this position to visit their local school principal. For your local public school, please go to the 
following link and enter your residential address: https://education.nsw.gov.au/school-finder   

For those of you whose children will be attending Botany Public School in 2019, we will have an Open Morning on 
Thursday 13 September and two Transition Days on Thursday 15 November and Thursday 22 November, 2018.  

The first day of school will be Monday 4 February 2019. Prior to this day, on Wednesday 30 January, Thursday 31 January 
and Friday 1 February 2019, we will set aside time to meet with your child to complete the Best Start Assessment in 
Literacy and Numeracy. 

Please contact the school office if you would like to discuss this matter further.  
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ESPSSA Zone Athletics Carnival 2018 
Congratulations to all of the students who have been 
selected to represent the school at the Zone Athletics 
Carnival.  
 
The carnival will be held over 2 days this year, on Monday 
20 August and Tuesday 21 August. 
 
Please remember to return notes and money as soon as 
possible.   

Public Speaking 2018 
This term, students are asked to write a ‘speech’ at home 
that will be presented to their class during Week 5.  
This speech will form part of your child’s Semester 2 
Speaking and Listening assessment in English and all 
students will be participating. 
Two students from each class will be chosen to present their 
speech and an impromptu speech in front of their peers at 
our School Public Speaking Final in Week 6 where class 
teachers will adjudicate.   
Following this, the finalist from each stage will represent our 
school at the Group Finals on Wednesday 17 October 2018. 
At this event, students’ ‘prepared speeches’ and 
‘impromptu speeches’ will be judged by an independent 
adjudicator and parents will be invited to attend this event.        

 

Canteen News 
Please note that the canteen cannot reheat or 
microwave food in accordance to Work Health 
& Safety rules. 
 
The canteen is open Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday. 

 

My Adventures - Mrs Holmes  
It is great to be back at Botany after a fabulous holiday visiting many parts of Australia. Here are a few pictures 

of some of the beautiful places we visited. What a fabulous adventure! 
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STEM in the Classrooms during Education Week Open Day 

The children enjoyed showing off their STEM projects. 
 
 

 
 

  
Education Week Open Day Assembly 

We would also like to congratulate all of the children who performed during our Education Week 
Open Day. 

 

 

 

   



Stage 3 Canberra and Snow Excursion 
Congratulations to Stage 3 on sharing in one of the most amazing school camps! 
The photos in this newsletter only go a small way to presenting what a wonderful 
experience we all had at camp.  

Students visited many attractions in Canberra including Parliament House where 
we explored the House of Representatives and the Senate. We also participated 
in an Education Class where we re-enacted a session in the senate.  

Other attractions included a respectful visit to the War Memorial, ‘Questacon’ as 
well as the Electoral Education Centre where we participated in a mock election. 
The Australian Government gives schools that visit these attractions, access to the 
‘PACER’ rebate, which helps to offset the cost of the excursion. 

Students also visited the snowfields where temperatures reached a maximum of -
3.6 degrees, with wind-chill it was – 12 degrees!! Here the students spent an 
exhilarating time playing in the snow during a blizzard. Out of the 65 students 
who attended the camp, there were many students who had not even seen snow, 
so this was an amazing adventure for them. 

The students were well mannered, well behaved, mature, thoughtful, helpful, 
caring, intelligent, humorous and inspiring!! Camp is an amazing place for 
students to learn independence and life skills. I want to thank each of these 
students for being an absolute pleasure to take on camp.  

I would also like to acknowledge the care, understanding and patience of our 
teaching staff. Mr Illich, Mr Baxter, Miss Neville, Mr Ashcroft and Ms Bronwyn are 
outstanding educators who cared for the students throughout the camp, ensuring 
all of our students had the best time possible. We are very fortunate to have such 
dedicated staff who are willing to give of their time to ensure our students have 
exceptional life experiences. Thank you! 
 

  



Stage 3 Canberra and Snow Excursion 
 

 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

  



BOTANY PUBLIC SCHOOL 

2018 BOOK PARADE 
Thursday 23rd August 2018 

 

It’s that time of year again where Botany Public School will be holding the annual Book Week 
Character Parade. This year we will be celebrating the theme 

‘Find Your Treasure’. 
Please come join us on: 

Thursday 23rd August from 9:15am in the Courtyard. 

• K-2 Character Parade 

• Lucky Door Prize for students dressed in costume (K-2) 

• Stage 2 Parade 

• Lucky Door Prize for students dressed in costume (3-4) 

• Performance 

• Stage 3 Parade 

• Lucky Door Prize for students in costume (5-6) 

• Stage 3 to Parade with Pre-School guests (TBC) 
• Teachers Parade and Finale Performance 

The POP-UP Book store will be open in the School Library 

Monday 20th August – Friday 23rd August 

MORNINGS: Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs and Fri 8:20am - 8:50am 

AFTERNOONS: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 3:00pm - 3:30pm 

and during class Library times. 



 
       

 



 
 



 



 

 


